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Nero .1. Field of the Invention The invention relates to foam products, in particular to cellular polymeric foams used to produce shaped objects and products for food. 2. Description of Related Art A variety of polymeric foam products are produced from numerous chemical reactions, including the use of organic peroxides, e.g., substituted alkyl hydroperoxides, oxidizing organic polymers
(including oxidized starches), and combinations of the above. However, it has been found that certain types of polymers cannot be directly used to produce foam. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,344,910 (Almeida et al.), discloses that peroxidic groups in polymers can be converted to tetracarboxylic diimide compounds by reactions with maleimide compounds. The group(s) in the peroxidic

polymer reacted with maleimide. The polymers used in the examples were saturated polymers having no side-groups, however, it was found that when saturated polymers having one or more side-groups were reacted with maleimide, no tetracarboxylic diimide was formed and the polymers did not foam. The reason for the unsuccessful reaction was not determined. Böhringer et al.,
Kunststoffe 97 (1994) 435-439, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety, teaches that polyoxetane polymers having hydrophobic linear polymers used in a foaming reaction did not produce foam. It would be desirable to produce polymeric foams from polymers that are not totally solids without the use of a blowing agent and in the absence of free radical initiators.Dafni Seferi
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