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activities 26-1-17.THUNDER BAY, ON, November 19, 2016 – Yesterday
evening Thunder Bay City Council approved the creation of a “Connection to
the River of Life” despite Mayor Keith Hobbs saying during council debate “the
onus is on us to work together as this group to show a commitment to truly
connect” the city to the people. Gus Steele, a former mayor who’s been part of
the initiative for the last 6 years, said, “I can’t believe this council approved such
a motion. My hope is that the way this has been handled, including the media
attention this motion has been getting in the days leading up to council meeting
will be a major wake up call to local politicians and governments across the
country, that unless you have the courage to say no to the Harper Government,
the onus is on you to be part of the solution and not part of the problem.” The
vote was 7 to 2. Councillor Doug Hewitt was absent. “It’s clear the powers that
be want to remove the ‘Connection to the River of Life’ initiative and that’s
exactly what we’re working to do. This decision today was a massive step
backwards and sets us further backwards.” Thunder Bay River Alliance
spokesperson, Brian Riley-Smith said, “Thanks to the committed work of Mr.
Gus Steele, the public and the whole Thunder Bay community, there are
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