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still allows.This invention relates to a method of freezing food stuffs, more particularly, to a method of freezing meat loaves wherein the meat loaves are first frozen
to a desired target temperature before the remainder of the loaves are frozen. Modern food processing techniques have made possible the cryogenic preparation of
meat loaves, whereby a homogenous mass of meat filler 1s frozen to a target temperature, thawed, kneaded to achieve a desired consistency, wrapped in packaging,
and shipped to restaurants or the like. While such processes have greatly reduced the costs of meat loaf production by allowing a quick and relatively uniform
freezing process, the need to accurately freeze the meat loaves to a target temperature before shipment is quite essential, since any slight deviation in freezing
temperature can result in substantially different textures or even coagulation of the loaves. The problem of accurately freezing a large number of meat loaves to a
predetermined target temperature has been faced by the meat industry for a number of years. The typical method has been to probe the meat loaves with a cryogenic
probe, such as that manufactured by Landers, Inc. of Little Falls, New Jersey, and suggested for use in commercial meat freezing, as described in U.S. Pat. No.
4,226,451. This probe 1s attached to a shipping/receiving conveyor belt and acts as a conduit for a transfer of heat energy from the conveyor belt to the meat loaves,
which are frozen until a desired temperature 1s reached. The probe is then removed from the meat loaves and a second
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