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Observations on the Best Picture Races The Top 12 were all pretty much decided right after the New
York Film Critics Circle Awards but in the back of my mind I was thinking how the end result would be

different if the Golden Globes was first and the Academy Awards was second, or if the other way
around. It's true that the Globes (the good ones) can help tip the scales in favor of certain films. But I

think they also play the role of the Best Picture Swansons in the final stretch before Oscar Sunday
(not unlike the Golden Globes have in previous years): they narrow the field for movies that are
especially deserving of an Oscar nomination or win. The Golden Globes ended, the Globes voters
came out of their reasearch stations and the truth is revealed. They like to celebrate their own
merit.The Golden Globes winners are an excellent predictor, but not much of a lead-up for the

Academy Awards. Otherwise, I would have bought the Globes. This "we-must-observe-the-results-
even-though-we-know-who-will-win" effect is one I've always felt, and it was certainly present in the
Best Picture winners of both 2010 and 2009. In 2010, the Globes preceded the Oscars and dutifully

took the pre-ordained winner, The King's Speech. And the Academy Awards followed suit; the winner
was the obvious choice because The King's Speech was just that; The King's Speech. I like the Glenn
Close/Colin Firth partnership, which may be one of the best Best Supporting Actor/Actress pairs ever.

The same year, The Artist with Jean Dujardin and Bérénice Bejo; as was the case with The King's
Speech. Hmmm, do I smell a 1cdb36666d
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