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Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce’s summer recruiting event. The event took place on the patio at Bellevue Hill Country Club in Arlington. Lawler appeared on a panel for law enforcement officers who are trained in first aid and CPR and answered questions from the

audience. “Most people don’t realize that you don’t have to know CPR or first aid to be a great law enforcement officer,” Lawler said on stage. “There’s always someone willing to help and you’ll never know when that person is going to be the one that you need.”
Lawler told the audience about his time as a part-time student at Oklahoma State University. “I had three degrees. I had three degrees when I was trying to keep a job,” Lawler said. “I had three degrees when I was trying to live, and this is when I finally found the one
that worked for me.” After attending high school and college in Lawler’s hometown of Tahlequah, Lawler graduated from Oklahoma State University in 1974 with a degree in physical education and a certificate of public health, and then worked as a physical education

teacher in Lubbock and Ardmore, Oklahoma. He eventually returned home to Tulsa, where he worked in the health care field, eventually becoming a personal trainer at the Sheraton Hotel. “I was taking the money with which I was making less to put it back in the
business,” Lawler said. Lawler then got into the wrestling business when former business partner and big-brother manager Ron Fuller invited him into the business as a jobber. That night changed his life. “When I stepped up on the ring apron at the Tulsa Civic Center

and started punching that bell
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